fflSTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
nomads, the people of Indk happened always to be
beaten by them. Agricultural India has been subjected
to successive epochs of rule by powerful minorities of
nomadic conquerors. India, for geographic reasons,
possessed no Cossack armies to defend her frontiers
from the attacks of predatory hordes. She raised up no
Thotmes, no Rameses to thrust back and arm her
frontiers 00 the mountain walls of the North-West.
What proved unfeasible to the British expeditions to
Afghanistan was always impracticable for the earlier
agriculturalists of the Indus and Ganges valleys.
Now Nomadism and Agriculture must be forever
bad bedfellows. Their offspring must always be the
children of a hopeless marriage. Nomadism is the
response to the challenge of desert life. The wanderers
of the Asiatic steppe and the North African wastes
must live by a creed of plunder. Corn must be filched
from the Sown. Women must be seized from the
agricultural peoples of adjoining valleys in order to
maintain a population under conditions that are not
conducive to human life. A savage philosophy, most
perfectly expressed by the greatest of all nomads,
Jenghiz Khan, a philosophy of swiftness, plunder, rape,
conquest and flight, is essential to the nomadic way of
life. The predatory code must be glorified in order that
nomadic man shall survive. Agricultural conceptions of
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